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world with all its animated bodies and all its elementary substances,
such as earth, and so on; if this were possible, the very first liberated
soul would have done it once for all, so that at present the whole world
would be empty, the earth and all other substances having been
finally annihilated.5^
What is said to happen is that in. the case of a person who has reached
the stage of self-realisation, and recognised his identity with. Brahma^
to him and to him alone all appears as one Brahma; he and tie alone
sees, in that attitude, this apparently self-subsisting world " melting
away like the imagery of a dream." So long as tliere is no such, com-
plete self-realisation, ti we may (adds Shankar) repeat the Scriptural
test a hundred times,' know Brahma and dissolve the world/ we shall
never be able to do either the one or the other.552
Till such self-realisation ensues, that is, till the knowledge of Brahma
being the self of all has arisen, the phenomenal world is considered
as true, and there is no reason (says Shankar) why the ordinary course
of secular and religious activity should not hold on undisturbed3.
In fact, the usefulness of (Samsdm) worldly experience, for its limited
aims and ends, is so far recognised, that it would be even a mistake to
1 Shankar's Gloss on Ved. Sutr. Ill, ence, and annihilated by knowledge, we
2, 21; S. B. E. Vol. 38, p. 163. The point out that the only thing needed is
whole passage is   worth   quoting: that the knowledge of BraJiman should
" We ask our opponent of what nature be conveyed by Vedic passages, sub-
thai so-called annihilation of the ap- iating the apparent plurality, super-
parent world is. Is it analogous to the imposed upon BraJiman by Nescience,
annihilation of hardness in butter, such as ' Brahman is one without a
which is effected by bringing it into second' &c.   As soon as Brahman
contact with fire ? Or, is the apparent is indicated in this way, knowledge,
world of names and forms, which, is arising, of itself discards Nescience, this
super-imposed upon Brahman by Nesci- whole world of names and forms, which
ence, to be dissolved by knowledge, just had been hiding Brahman from us,
as the phenomenon of a double moon, melts away like the imagery of a dream.
which is due to a disease of the eyes, is As long, on the other hand, as Brahman
removed by the application of medicine ? is not so realized, you may say a h-un-
If the temer, the Vedic injunctions bid dred times, * Cognize Brahman ! Bissol"
us to do something impossible; for no ve this world!' and yet we shall be
man can actually annihilate this whole unable to do either the one or the
existing world, with all its animated other."—ED.
bodies, and all its elementary substances,    a y/,.,7
such as earth, and so on. And if it
actually could be done, th© first liberated    s Shankar's Gloss on Ved. Sutr. II,
Soul would have done it once for all, ^ l.^; S. B. E. Vol. 34, p. 32 z—" The
so that, at present, the whole world ^tire complex of phenomenal existence
would be empty, earth and all other ls considered as true as long as the know-
substances having been finally annihi- ledge of Brahman being the Self of all has
lated,—if the latter, i.e., if our opponent not arisen; just as the phantoms of a
mamtams that the phenomenal world dream are considered to be true until the
is super-imposed on Brahman by Nesci- Sleeper wakes."—ED.

